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 Tl-based crystalline scintillators, such as Tl2ZrCl6, TlMgCl3, TlCdCl3, TlSrCl3, and TlBaCl3, 

were synthesized by the Bridgeman method.  The scintillation light yields of these materials 
were evaluated under 137Cs γ-ray irradiation.  The relationship between the photoabsorption 
peak channel and γ-ray energy was evaluated using various radioisotopes.  Furthermore, the 
same relationship for energy resolution was also investigated.  

1. Introduction

 Phosphor materials have played an important role in radiation detection,(1,2) and they are 
mainly classified into two types, scintillators and storage phosphors.  Scintillators have wide-
spread applications, such as radiation therapy,(3) well logging,(4) environmental monitoring,(5) 
and astrophysics,(6) particle physics.(7)  Storage phosphors have been used for personal dose 
monitoring and imaging plates.(8–12)  Three main types of luminescent material, namely, 
those with thermally stimulated luminescence (TSL),(13,14) optically stimulated luminescence 
(OSL),(15,16) and radiophotoluminescence (RPL),(17,18) have long been commonly used as sensor 
materials.  
 Recently, halide materials have attracted much attention for scintillator applications since 
they have a relatively narrower bandgap than oxide and nitride materials, and a narrow bandgap 
is advantageous for scintillators based on conventional Robbins(19) and some empirical(20,21) 
models.  On the basis of these models, many halide scintillators have been developed,(22–30) and 
some of them can reach the production stage in some companies.(22–24)  Among such halide 
materials, Tl-based crystalline materials have shown excellent scintillation properties such as 
high light yield and energy resolution.(31–36)  Although the R&D of scintillators of the emission 
center doping type is the recent trend,(37–39) these Tl-based scintillators can emit sufficient 
scintillation photons via intrinsic luminescence.  In addition to their efficient scintillation 
properties, a high effective atomic number owing to Tl can be expected, and Tl-based 
scintillators can be potentially attractive for use as γ-ray scintillation detectors.  
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 In this work, we investigate Tl-based scintillators such as Tl2ZrCl6, TlMgCl3, TlCdCl3, 
TlSrCl3, and TlBaCl3 focusing on their γ-ray detection properties.  Among them, Tl2ZrCl6,(33) 
TlMgCl3,(31) and TlCdCl3(32)

 have already been investigated extensively, but TlSrCl3 and 
TlBaCl3 have not been investigated yet.  The aim of this work is to compare the pulse height 
spectroscopic properties of these newly developed Tl-based scintillators.  

2. Materials and Methods

 Crystal samples of Tl2ZrCl6, TlMgCl3, TlCdCl3, TlSrCl3, and TlBaCl3 were grown using 
the vertical Bridgman–Stockbarger technique.  The raw materials, in powder form and at least 
99.9% purity, were mixed at a stoichiometric ratio and loaded into precleaned and prebaked 
quartz ampoules of 8 mm diameter.  The ampoules were dried at 623 K for 24 h and sealed 
in vacuum.  The crystal samples were grown using a two-zone furnace at a growth rate of 
1.0–2.0 mm/h and a temperature gradient of 1.3 K/mm.  After the growth was finished, the 
ampoules were cooled to room temperature over 24 h.  The crystal samples were cut and 
polished by hand in dry air.
 To evaluate γ-ray detector properties, pulse height spectra were analyzed using our typical 
setup.  The sample was optically coupled with a photomultiplier tube (PMT, R7600-U200, 
Hamamatsu) using an optical grease (OKEN 6262A).  When γ-rays hit the scintillator, 
scintillation photons are emitted and converted into photoelectrons by the PMT.  After several 
multiplications, the signal from the PMT was fed into a preamplifier (ORTEC 113), a shaping 
amplifier (ORTEC 672A) with 6 ms shaping time, a multichannel analyzer (Amptek Pocket 
MCA), and finally to a computer.  The radioisotopes used in this work were 22Na, 57Co, 109Cd, 
133Ba, 137Cs, 152Eu, and 241Am, and each photoabsorption peak was approximated by a single 
Gaussian function to determine the peak channel and energy resolution.  

3. Results and Discussion

 Figure 1 shows the appearance of the sample crystals.  All the samples looked white and 
transparent, and TlMgCl3 and TlCdCl3 in particular showed high transparency to the naked 
eyes.  Although other samples looked opaque in the picture, they actually appeared translucent 
to the eyes under room light.  All the samples had no or low hygroscopicity, so we were able to 
measure them without any special treatments.  
 Figure 2 shows pulse height spectra under 137Cs γ-ray irradiation.  Except for TlBaCl3, we 
detected a clear photoabsorption peak of 662 keV.  Because TlMgCl3 and Tl2ZrCl6 showed 
excellent energy resolution, the escape peak of Tl was clearly observed, and these results 
were consistent with pioneering works.(31,33)  Table 1 summarizes the scintillation light yield 
determined by taking into account the quantum efficiency of PMT and energy resolution at 
662 keV.  The light yield of Tl2ZrCl6 was higher than that reported previously,(33) which could 
be attributed to the sample condition or crystal quality.  Although the energy resolution of 
TlMgCl3 was worse than that described in a previous report,(31) it would be consistent within a 
large uncertainty (fitting error).



Sensors and Materials, Vol. 32, No. 4 (2020) 1353

 Figure 3 shows the relationship between the photoabsorption peak channel and γ-ray energy.  
In this evaluation, the minimum and maximum energies were 22 keV (109Cd) and 1408 keV (152Eu), 
respectively, and we used data points as much as possible if we detected the photoabsorption 
peak.  TlMgCl3 and Tl2ZrCl6 exhibited the best linear relationship from 22 to 1408 keV, and 
TlSrCl3 showed a linearity from 22 to 662 keV.  At a higher energy, we did not detect a clear 
peak in TlSrCl3, possibly owing to the opacity of this sample (Fig. 1).  TlMgCl3 and Tl2ZrCl6 

will be applicable for γ-ray detectors in this energy range.  
 Figure 4 shows the energy resolution plotted as a function of γ-ray energy.  All the samples 
showed a monotonic decrease in energy resolution with increasing γ-ray energy, which was a 
typical tendency when the fluctuation of photon statistics was a dominant factor for the energy 
resolution.  If we use a photodetector that has a high quantum efficiency at a wavelength longer 
than 460 nm, a higher energy resolution will be expected for Tl2ZrCl6 because the quantum 
efficiency at 460 nm of the PMT used in this work is ~30%, and photodetectors with high 
quantum efficiency at longer wavelengths have become available recently.  

Fig. 1. Samples studied in this work. Fig. 2. (Color online) Pulse height spectra of Tl-
based scintillators under γ-rays from 137Cs excitation.

Table 1
Scintillation light yield (ph/MeV) and energy resolution at 662 keV of all the samples. 
Sample Light yield (ph/MeV) Energy resolution at 662 keV (%)
Tl2ZrCl6 61300 ± 6100 5.6 ± 0.2
TlMgCl3 46000 ± 4600 7 ± 1.2
TlCdCl3 5900 ± 600 17 ± 0.9
TlSrCl3 21300 ± 2100 10 ± 2.1
TlBaCl3 < 1000 —
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Fig. 4. (Color online) Energy resolution of all samples as function of γ-ray energy. 

Fig. 3. (Color online) Linearity between peak channel and γ-ray energy of all samples. The bottom panel shows 
residuals from linear fitting.

4. Conclusions

 We prepared Tl2ZrCl6, TlMgCl3, TlCdCl3, TlSrCl3, and TlBaCl3 crystalline scintillators 
and evaluated their pulse height spectroscopic properties under γ-ray irradiation.  Among these 
samples, Tl2ZrCl6 showed the highest light yield of 61300 ± 6100 ph/MeV with a good energy 
resolution of 5.6% at 662 keV.  
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